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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM MEEK, of
Anderson, in the county of Madison and State
of Indiana, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Potters’ Lathes, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

My invention relates to the lathe for form-
ing potters’ ware; and it consists in attach-

ing to the lathe-head a case that may be readi- .

ly changed and adapted to carry molds of va-
rious size, the latter being made in sections,
s0 as to be readily released from the molded
ware, and the whole so arranged as to great-
1y famlltate the manufacture of the ware, as
will be more fully explained hereafter.

TFigure 1 is a vertical section taken through
the center of a potter’s lathe embodying my
invention, Fig. 2is a top view of the same,
a portion of the case and one of the sections

- of the mold being. cut away to show the top.

view of the spring that draws out the sections
of the mold at the bottom to separate them
from the ware after being molded.

A is the table-top, to which all the other
parts are attached. B is the lathe-head at-
tached to a hollow vertical driving-shaft, C,
on which is fixed a pulley, D, by which the
lathe-head B is rotated by meaus of a band
connecting with any suitable power. E E/is
a case attached to the lathe-head, the inner
inclined portion E/ being made of various
sizes, and provided with a flange by which it
is bolted to the vertical 'portion of" the case
E. T is a radially-slotted disk attached to a
hollow shaft, W, that runs inside of the driv-
ing-shaft C. It is to .this disk that the sec-
tions or staves of the mold G are attached by
means of shounldered lags e that project from
their lower ends, the lugs being inserted in the
radial slots in -the disk from the periphery.
" The upper ends of the sections of the mold are
held together by a ring, , that drops into a
rabbet formed in their outer edge, as shown.
The different sizes of molds and the inclined
portions E' of the case, as well, also, as the rais-
ing-disk H, are, of course, to be adapted to each
other, and are all made readily changeable
for that purpose. The inclined portion E/ of
the case is for the purpose of holding the sec-
tions of the mold together when the latter are
drawn down by a treadle or any other suit-
able means applied to the lower end of the

hollow shaft O. The same means employed
to depress the molds should also be arranged
80 as to raise them, for the purpose of releas-
ing the ware after it is molded.. The springs
I are attached to the lower part of the staves
or sections of the mold and to the rim of
the slotted disk F for the purpose of separat-
ing the sections, by their tension, from the
ware when the disk F is raised up out of the
case I/,

After the disk F is raised, so as to-allow
the sections of the molds to separate at the
bottom from the ware, and the ring S is re-
moved, so as to allow them to separate at the
top, the ware resting on the raising-disk H is

- raised out of the mold by means of a strap or

cord, K, that is attached by one end to the un-
der side of the table, and runs under the low-
er end of the rod L to a windlass, M, when it
may be readily removed. When the slotted
disk I and the raising-disk H are let down
into the position indicated in the drawing
they are rotated by the case E B/, into the lat-
ter of which the sections of'mold wedge.

The interior of the ware is molded by means
of a tool, N, fixed to a sliding-block, O, on hor-
izontal bar P. The bar Pisarranged to move
vertically in the upright posts Q.

The tool N is held in the position shown by-
the spring-catch R until pressed down into
the bottom of the ware, and is released and
drawn to the side by means of the spring S.
The thickness of the ware is regulated by
means of a set-screw, a, which is made ad-
justable, so as to stop the sliding block O, as
may be desired.-

The bar P is raised up out of the ware bya
weight, T, attached to a cord, d, and is pulled
down by the cords Jf attached %o the treadle V.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of thecase E E/ attached
to the lathe-head B, the slotted disk F, and
mold-sections G, and raising-disk H.

2, The moldmg tool N attached to the lon-
gltudmal sliding block O and the vertical
sliding bar P, all arranged "and operating sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

‘WILLIAM MEEK.

‘Witnesses: :
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